
Lighting   the Way



Help our local youth navigate to shore. Your contribution to 
our annual campaign will help to make a profound impact on the 
lives of our young people while enhancing the cultural life of our 
coastal community.  
 
Relying solely on private contributions, the Golden Isles Youth 
Orchestra has established and currently maintains critically 
needed programs that introduce and sustain a love of music for 
students in Glynn and surrounding counties. And, you’ll be able to 
hear the music they play thanks to your generosity. 
 
Thousands of youths have participated in the programs of GIYO 
and many participants are from low income families. 100% of 
students have graduated from high school and gone on to pursue 
college or other educational opportunities. 

ISABELLA: “I have been in GIYO since 8th grade (4 years). Since I have joined, I 
have had an amazing experience. I have been challenged as a musician, made 
more friendships, and gotten closer to my cello. I plan to minor in music 
performance and will be getting my nursing degree. If I had any advice for 
upcoming GIYO students, it would be to trust the process, because it will be 
worth it in the end.” 

You are their 
Beacon of Hope



I t Starts with a Spark
The GIYO Conductor

Jorge Peña is equally at home 
playing symphonic and 
chamber music, as a soloist or 
at the podium conducting. His 
appointment as the Music 
Director and Conductor of the 
Golden Isles Youth Orchestra 
marked his transition into the 
educational field.  

He is a former member of the 
Kennedy Center Opera House 
Orchestra and has been a 
member of the Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra for over 
20 years. He is also a member 
and General Manager of the 
Coastal Symphony of Georgia.



GIYO Programs  
Lighting the Way

Your Gift Keeps the Light  
Burning Bright

STRING-on! is a week long, hands-on program 
introducing fifth grade students to string 
instruments with group instruction in a classroom 
setting at elementary schools in Glynn County. 
Almost 900 students participated in 2019. 

Symphonette is designed to develop basic 
instrumental skills and a love of classical music for 
students in grades six through nine with individual and 
group music instruction. 

June Camp and Summer Orchestra Camp are critical in 
developing and expanding these student musicians’ talents and 
performance skills while building discipline and teamwork.  

The Orchestra is an auditioned symphony of over 50 active 
student musicians ages 12-18 balancing the rigors of school 
work with intensive instruction and weekly rehearsals to thrill  
capacity audiences at two celebrated concerts each year. 

The Chamber Ensemble offers experienced string musicians the 
opportunity to explore the role of professional musicians while still in 
high school. As a small group, the Ensemble performs at a variety of 
community events.

Through the generous support of donors, 
the Golden Isles Youth Orchestra has 

outshined everyone’s highest aspirations in 
the sixteen years since its inception. It all 

began with a small group of strings students 
performing at a few area events. Our first 

Youth Symphony concert was in  
December of 2005.  

Today over 100 active student musicians, 
ages 12-18, play in the novice group or  

full orchestra. 

The nurturing light of the Golden Isles 
Youth Orchestra programs on the lives of 
our youth and the cultural enrichment of 

our community go beyond the music: 
Golden Isles Youth Orchestra members 
excel on the stage and in their studies. 

Students learn skills and values needed 
to be successful in school and life: focus, 

discipline, self-confidence and teamwork.



JOY: “GIYO has done so much for me throughout my high school 

career. Even though I joined during my sophomore year, I still 

learned an immense amount of things from Maestro Peña and was 

able to better myself as a player. After I graduate from Glynn 

Academy, I’m going to Kennesaw State University to major in 

psychology, but I plan to continue playing in the school’s ensemble. 

Thanks to this orchestra, I’ve developed skills to make me a better 

musician, and I’ve developed a love of music that I’ll never lose.” 

JACOB is a current senior at Brunswick High School and has been 

playing the trumpet for 5 years. He has been an active member of 

the Golden Isles Youth Orchestra since 2017. He plans to further his 

education at Valdosta State University and receive his bachelors in 

Music Education. The Golden Isles Youth Orchestra has taught him 

many things over the years, but one thing he will take away from 

the experience is being able to step out of his comfort zone, 

meeting new people and trying new things. 

JASON: “I’ve been in the youth orchestra now for 5 years and I currently perform as the 

Concertmaster for GIYO. I am a junior at Glynn Academy. I plan to attend Columbus 

State University where I will major in music education, and then obtain a graduate 

degree in music performance. GIYO has led me to many opportunities and future 

possibilities for me and violin. I’m also an Eagle Scout and, as my project, I built violin 

racks to help store extra instruments for GIYO.”

Here are just a few examples of ways GIYO experiences 
promote student achievements beyond the orchestra, 
toward pursuing lifelong skills and dreams: 
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